
                                                      
 

For immediate release 

 
Party with International and Local Acts at the  

First-ever Clarke Quay River Festival! 
 
 
Singapore, 12 September 2008  – The Brand New Heavies (UK), Quasimode 

(JPN), MC Vandal (CAN), Singapore’s very own Najip Ali and DJ Aldrin are 

some of the big names who will be headlining one of the biggest parties at the 

first-ever Clarke Quay (CQ) River Festival 2008 (Please see Appendix C for 

the artistes’ biographies). The Festival will be held during the last two 

weekends of September in conjunction with the Singapore River Festival and 

the inaugural Singapore GP Season  at Clarke Quay - one of the largest 

entertainment destinations in Singapore. The CQ River Festival 2008 hopes 

to attract some 100,000 partygoers to the two weekends with the world class 

acts  and attractive F&B promotions . 

 

Said Dawn Tan, General Manager of Clarke Quay, “The two-weekend festival 

covers a wide range of music genres from jazz, funk and soul, to hip hop and 

electronica, and promises to be one of the entertainment highlights during the 

exciting Singapore GP Season. We not only hope to attract the local crowd 

but also the many tourists coming to our city to watch the big race. The CQ 

River Festival will be a platform to showcase both established and up-and-

coming international talents and local acts. Singapore’s nightlife is now widely 

recognised and this Festival will surely put us on the regional party map.”    

 

Some of the big international and local names that partygoers can look 

forward to include: 

·  The Brand New Heavies  from UK ( One of the most innovative and 

influential R&B and funk groups of the last 15 years, The Brand New 

Heavies have headlined at festivals such as the famous Southport Soul 

Weekender and Capital Jazz Festival in Washington DC. They recently 
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completely sold out at The Barbican in London as part of the BBC’s 

Soul Britannia TV series and have also performed alongside Macy 

Gray.)  

·  Quasimode  from Japan (A Nu-Jazz group that made waves with the 

release of oneself-LIKENESS in 2006.)  

·  MC Vandal (Heavily influenced by Hip Hop, he began making beats on 

a Boss drum machine in 1986. MC Vandal performed ‘live’ at the 

recent Nike Human Race 10K.) 

·  Najip Ali  (Foremost entertainer extraordinaire, trendsetter and host of 

Singapore’s first-ever talk show, Kopi O Teh Tarik which won top 

honours for three years as the Best Variety Programme  on Suria 

Channel’s Pesta Perdana , Najip’s creativity defies boundaries and 

keeps him at the forefront of Singapore’s entertainment scene.)  

·  DJ Aldrin  (A local DJ who has become a regular in-demand guest 

fixture at nightspots such as Renaissance in London, Pacha and Space 

in Ibiza, plus a special appearance at Tenaglia’s Be Yourself night in 

New York with his massive percussive-tribal-tech house fusion style.)  

·  Lapsap  from KL (Known for their eclectic taste in music ranging from 

pop, electronic, rock and more.) 

·  Jive Talkin’ (A veteran Singaporean band that is popular with its 

vibrant and funky repertoire of pop, rock and jazz.)   

·  DJ KoFlow  (An influential force in his craft, his uniquely versatile and 

all-rounded performance style has seen him playing opening acts for 

international artists such as Missy Elliot, Jazzy Jeff, Roonie G., DJ 

ShortKut, DJ Jred, The Herbaliser, MC Jin, Dynamo Production and 

The Black Eyed Peas)  

·  Wicked Aura Batucada  (Singapore's premiere samba percussion 12-

strong band has wowed crowds in countries such as Spain, UK, 

Australia, Korea and Sri Lanka with their special fusion of samba 

batucada, funk, afrobeats and local ethnic rhythmic influences. Wicked 

Aura Batucada have just released an album entitled Louder Than Light.) 

 



 3 

Set on a floating Riverstage  (please see Appendix B for special features of 

the Riverstage), the first weekend of the CQ River Festival 2008 (19 & 20 

September 2008) will feature an exhilarating opening act by The Brand New 

Heavies, who are flying into Singapore specially for the Festival. It will also 

see the debut of the CQ River Festival Theme Song  by Najip Ali and 

remixed by DJ Aldrin. Entitled “Rentak Oonik”, which means “Unique Beats” in 

English, this catchy tune encompasses the spirit of Clarke Quay and what the 

CQ River Festival hopes to achieve. (Please see Appendix D for more 

information on the CQ River Festival Theme Song) 

 

Mr Lim Hng Kiang, Minister for Trade and Industry, will officiate at the Official 

Launch of the inaugural Singapore River Festival, which is also the Opening 

Night for the CQ River Festival. The Singapore River Festival will begin with a 

light up of the Read Bridge followed by the whole stretch of Singapore River, 

part of the new infrastructural enhancements announced this year. 

 

The second weekend (26, 27 & 28 September 2008) of entertainment moves 

to the Clarke Quay Central Atrium. Explosive drum beats will be the 

entertainment highlight of this second weekend in the form of Drumming 

Asia , a collective performance by several local names like Wicked Aura 

Batucada, Stassh, and Vinnie Q from Hong Kong. To add to the two 

weekends of celebration, patrons can choose from over 60 exciting 

restaurants, bars and clubs at Clarke Quay offering a whole range of food and 

beverage promotions of diverse cuisines to complement the stellar 

performance lineup. (Please see Appendix E for details on the F&B 

promotions.) Singapore’s inaugural F1 GP (Grand Prix) Night Race  will 

also be screened “live” at Clarke Quay’s Central At rium. 

 

As if the sights, sounds and smells, aren’t good enough, Singapore Pools has 

also tied up exclusively with Clarke Quay to provide a betting booth at the 

Clarke Quay atrium. F1 fans can up the ante with PoolzConnect, a “live” and 

interactive betting service by Singapore Pools, available at the Clarke Quay 
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Atrium from 26 - 28 September. More information on PoolzConnect can be 

found on www.singaporepools.com.sg/poolzconnect . 

 

More information can be found in the Appendix below, and on 

www.clarkequay.com.sg/cqriverfestival . 

 

 

- END - 

For media queries, please contact: 

 

Candy Li      Tanya Fum 
Senior Associate     Marketing Manager  
Communications DNA    Clarke Quay 
T: 6327 7121      T: 65577063 
M: 9388 4898      M: 9671 0802 
candy.li@commsdna.com     Tanya.fum@capitaland.com 
 
 
Deborah Quek     Jo-Anne Loi 
Assistant Account Director    Assistant Centre Manager 
Communications DNA    Clarke Quay 
T: 6327 7123      T: 6557 7062 
M: 9796 4221      M: 9683 1677 
deborah.quek@commsdna.com   Jo-anne.loi@capitaland.com 
 
 

About Clarke Quay  

Located along the iconic Singapore River, Clarke Quay sits on a historical 
commercial site dating back to the 19th Century. Today, Clarke Quay has been boldly 
restored and refurbished into five beautiful waterfront godowns under a climate 
controlled canopy lit by coloured lighting, creating a modern and cosmopolitan 
ambience amidst the tradition and history. On its premises is an amazing array of 62 
distinctive F&B, entertainment, retail and lifestyle outlets. Find the city’s trendiest 
nightspots and cuisine from across the globe, all at Clarke Quay- the Soul of the City. 
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About CapitaLand Retail Limited  

CapitaLand Retail Limited (CapitaLand Retail) is the retail real estate business unit of 
the CapitaLand Group, which is one of the largest real estate companies in 
Asia.  With a portfolio of over 100 retail malls in Singapore, China, India, Japan and 
Malaysia, comprising a total of over 54 million square feet of net lettable space, 
CapitaLand Retail is one of the leading retail owners/managers in Asia. 
 
Whether in Singapore or abroad, CapitaLand Retail’s vision is to move beyond 
developing mere functional property space to create living, vibrant and integrated 
communities for shoppers and tenants. The company leverages on its unique 
integrated retail real estate cum capital management platform to maximise returns for 
real estate asset owners and investors. 
 
 
About the Singapore River Festival  
 
The Singapore River Festival is envisioned as the signature event for one of 
Singapore’s key tourism precincts – the Singapore River.  Celebrating three key 
elements of the iconic landmark: water, heritage and entertainment, the inaugural 
Singapore River Festival will be held in September this year as a key highlight of the 
Singapore GP Season. The Festival will offer a myriad of quality entertainment 
events including Clarke Quay’s River Festival featuring concerts on the river with 
international and local artistes, a spectacular bumboat parade and dance drama 
‘Legenda Singapura’ by Singapore River Cruises at Central, Singapore River’s first 
ever mega illusion show ‘The Impossible Journey’ by J C Sum and ‘Magic Babe’ Ning 
at The Central, the 10-day Timbre MusicFest at Empress Place, historical pub walks 
by Journeys and outdoor parties among others. With a host of exciting events and 
activities occurring after dusk, the Singapore River Festival, spanning two weekends 
leading up to the race from 19 to 28 September, will provide self-professed night owls 
a reason to party to their own special beat, late into the night. 
 
 
About the Singapore River  

Singapore River, a distinctive 24-hour entertainment precinct and a thriving hub of 
activity, is undergoing an exciting transformation. A series of infrastructural 
enhancements including ambient and programmable lights, street furniture, signage 
and storyboards, and new bumboat landing points, will accentuate the historic 
district’s unique features and waterfront charms, making it more attractive, especially 
at night. Visitors can also look forward to unique ways of experiencing the Singapore 
River with the new water taxi and sightseeing boat services. Complementing these 
hardware improvements is the introduction of new events that will anchor each quay 
and the river precinct as a whole, and create more night-time buzz. Key events 
include the Clarke Quay Anniversary Celebrations (May), the Singapore River 
Festival (September) as part of the Singapore GP Season, and Asia on the Edge 
(November) at Empress Place. With all these enhancements, the Singapore River 
promises to become an even more compelling waterfront destination offering a 
myriad lifestyle and entertainment options around the clock. 
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Appendix A: About the Clarke Quay River Festival 20 08 
 
Come September 2008, Clarke Quay will host the illumination of the Singapore River 
Festival held over 2 weekends of invigorating entertainment, set for an eclectic 
musical celebration for one & all. 
 
Experience 5 dazzling parties all uniquely designed at Singapore’s premier 
destination - Clarke Quay.  Promising an array of exclusive ‘live’ performances 
amongst headlining international bands performing along side the best of Asian 
flavours, you can expect nothing less but only the best crossovers of genres from Hip 
Hop to R&B & Soul, Electronica to Jazz, Latin & ethnic beats all set over 2 exclusive 
arenas only Clarke Quay can provide. 
 
Witness the uniquely designed RIVER STAGE engineered to fit a life-size 
performance arena made on the base of 4 boats put together, the concert stage will 
hoist afloat our prestigious Singapore River for the opening weekend of festivities. 
 
In conjunction with the Singapore GP Season, expect an aural-visual setting 
grounded at the heart of Clarke Quay’s integrated multi-purpose ATRIUM.  A 
congregation of artistic performances from Electrifying DJs to Live bands & Rhythmic 
Parades will host the closing highlights of the best of performers from Clarke Quay’s 
tenants to regional & local artistry. 
 
CQ River Festival’s very own theme Song, Rentak Oonik  (Unique Beats)  is a 
special collaboration between Najip Ali and DJ Aldrin.  A composition that portrays 
the unique Asian beat that brings everyone from around the world as one to in one 
special celebration.  Check out the sound bites on 
www.clarkequay.com.sg/cqriverfestival and stand a chance to win Clarke Quay F&B 
vouchers in our online promotions! 
 
 

The CQ River Festival 2008 at a Glance 
 
Happening on THE RIVER STAGE at the Clarke Quay jetty: 
 
The Official Launch of the Singapore River Festival  
19 September (Friday), 830pm to 930pm 
Guest-of-Honour Mr Lim Hng Kiang, Minister for Trade & Industry 
 
Solid Groove  
19 September (Friday), 9pm to 2am 
Featuring: 
The Brand New Heavies (UK) 
Special Appearance by Najip Ali & DJ Aldrin (SG) 
Wicked Aura Batucada (SG) 
Jive Talkin’ from The Pump Room (SG) 
Bushmen (SG) 
DJ Josh (SG) 
 
Urban Jazz Crossover  
20 September (Saturday), 8pm to 2am 
Featuring:  
Quasimode (JP) 
Cosa Nostra (SG) 
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Cubania from AZZUCAR! (SG) 
Don (SG) 
 
Happening at the Clarke Quay Atrium: 
 
Elektrik Boogaloo  
26 September (Friday), 10pm to 3am 
Featuring:  
DJ Aldrin from One (SG) 
Lapsap (KL) 
Dubwise (SG) 
 
Celebrating Hip Hop Of Asia  
27 September (Saturday), 10pm to 3am 
Featuring:  
MC Vandal (CA) 
Arabyrd (KL) 
Freaky Z (SG) 
DJ KoFlow (SG) 
DJ Titus from Attica (SG) 
 
‘Live’ Broadcast of Singapore’s First Night Race  
28 September (Sunday), 8pm to 10pm 
 
Drumming Asia  
28 September (Sunday), 10pm to 3am 
Featuring: 
Wicked Aura Batucada (SG) 
Sri Warisan (SG) 
Kohinoor Bhangra (SG) 
Zingo Festival Drum (SG) 
Stassh (SG) & Vinnie Q (HK) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix B: The River Stage Fact Sheet  
 
Measuring 12 by seven metres with a backdrop of four metres, the River Stage will 
be a world first and Uniquely Singaporean. Four newly-designed HiPPoboats form 
the base of this innovative floating stage, specially conceptualised by Clarke Quay 
and Kinemat in collaboration with HiPPOtours for the Singapore River Festival.  
 
The Stage will take four days to put together, with securing the four boats to act as a 
single platform being the biggest challenge to date. Having the performers on a 
floating Stage in the Singapore River adds a whole new dimension to not only this 
Singaporean waterway, but also to our entertainment and Night scene. 
 
To top things off, these new HiPPOboats are environmentally friendly, and are 
powered by a hybrid power system, using a mix of battery and solar power (during 
the day). 
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Appendix C: Biographies of Artistes  
 
Brand New Heavies (UK)  
 

 
 
“They are back with a vengeance.”  So said The Hollywood Reporter’s Craig Rosen 
in his glowing May 2006 review of The Brand New Heavies’ sizzling performance at 
the legendary Roxy Nightclub in Los Angeles, USA, their first US performance in 
nearly a decade. 
 
The Heavies’ triumphant return marks the re-emergence of one of the most 
innovative, influential, R&B and funk groups of the last 15-plus years.  In the mid-
1980s, after bonding over their love of American funk and soul music - notably James 
Brown and the Meters - Simon Bartholomew, Jan Kincaid and Andrew Levy formed 
The Brand New Heavies as an instrumental outfit. Based in west London, the band 
fitted perfectly into the rare groove and then acid jazz club scenes at the time, which 
also became associated with other notable long standing career artists such as 
Jamiroquai and Incognito. 
 
In 1990, the Heavies found its voice with the addition of N’Dea Davenport, introduced 
to the band via their hot US label, Delicious Vinyl. In 1991, the group scored a US No. 
3 R&B hit with “Never Stop,” a highlight from its self-titled debut album. In the UK the 
debut album was receiving rave reviews and spawned further hits in “Dream Come 
True” and “Don’t Let It Go To Your Head”.  
 
Heavy Rhyme Experience: Vol. 1, the Heavies second album, featured the group 
pairing with such red-hot rappers as Grand Puba, Kool G. Rap and Gang Starr’s 
Guru, among others. The album solidified the group’s standing in both the rap and 
R&B worlds 
 
Brother Sister, the third album released in 1994, continued the momentum with big 
crossover hits “Dream On Dreamer,” “Midnight At The Oasis” and “Back To Love.”  A 
tremendous run of critical acclaim and four Top 20 hits -- “Never Stop,” “Stay This 
Way” (1991), “Dream on Dreamer” (1994) and “Sometimes” (1997) - established the 
Heavies as a creative and commercial force whose influence helped birth the neo 
soul movement, the acclaimed artistic explosion of the mid 1990s that included 
D’Angelo, Erykah Badu, Jill Scott and a host of others. 
 
At the peak of their success in the mid 90’s N’Dea Davenport decided to leave to 
pursue a solo career. The Heavies replaced N’Dea with a succession of talented 
vocalists but none could quite capture the magic that the band created with their 
original lead singer. 
 
Since leaving Warner Music in 2000, the band have largely existed under the radar of 
the hit obsessed music industry, continuing to record, tour and promote, with 
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consistent demand for them to appear all over the world. In 2002 they released a 
Japan-only new album We Won’t Stop, now a sought after fan rarity, and in 2004 
returned to the UK after a prolonged absence with AllAbouTheFunk, which was 
critically well received by the media, but didn’t repeat their earlier commercial 
success. 
 
 And after a decade apart the original Heavies are back! 
 
Get Used To It, the return to form new studio album was initially released in the US at 
the end of June 2006, via their long standing relationship with Delicious Vinyl, and 
supported by Starbucks as well as traditional retail distribution. It is now available 
around the world via a variety of license and distribution deals.  
 
Meeting with universal acclaim from media and fans alike, the last year has gone by 
in a blur with touring and promotion happening in USA, UK, Europe and Japan, 
including TV performances in the US on Conan O’Brien and Jimmy Kimmel, and in 
the UK on Charlotte Church, performing a killer version of White Stripes’ Seven 
Nation Army. 
 
The band are also having ongoing success with music synchronizations, more 
recently for  Chris Rock’s new movie “I Think I Love My Wife”; Scholl’s Party Feet UK 
TV ad; US and UK box office no.1  smash movie “Happy Feet”, which features “Jump 
N Move” from the classic Brand New Heavies album The Heavy Rhyme Experience 
– Volume 1, which demonstrates the Heavies music is as relevant as its ever been. 
 
In February 2007 The Heavies completely sold out The Barbican in London as part of 
the BBC’s Soul Britannia TV series. In May the band headlined the prestigious 40th 
Anniversary of the infamous Southport Soul Weekender, and in June headlined the 
last night at the Capital Jazz Festival in Washington DC. They also performed across 
Europe throughout the summer.  
 
In August 2007 the band returned to the US for their third nationwide tour in a year – 
a co-headlining tour with Macy Gray, which proved to be a treat for fans of both acts. 
The album continued to do well, re-awakening the band’s fanbase who have waited 
so long for N’Dea to re-join. The band finished the year in November with its second 
tour of Japan/Korea within the space of 12 months – back due to popular demand. In 
between The Heavies have started writing towards their seventh studio album, which 
they expect to release in late 2008 or early 2009. 
 
Fast forward to 2008 and the diary is already beginning to fill up with ‘live’ 
performances, with a headlining London show soon to be confirmed, their first in well 
over a year. 
 
N’Dea comments “Its been interesting coming back after being apart…its like riding a 
bicycle but our different interests since we last worked together now have an 
opportunity to flourish. We were going in different directions but I think we are now 
right back where we should be with this new album”. 
 
The original Heavies are back! 
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Quasimode (JPN) 
 

 
 
Quasimode consists of Yusuke Hirado (Piano, Keyboards), Takahiro "matzz" 
Matsuoka (Percussions), Kazuhiro Sunaga (Bass), and Takashi Okutsu (Drums). 
 
On the club jazz scene, Quasimode has introduced itself as one of the best band all 
over the world.  
 
The demonstration, created with Masato Komatsu as the producer, attracted the 
VIPs attention on the club jazz scene, and released as the pre-release as 12 inches 
single world-widely on April of 2006 by Raw Fusion which is the most important label 
in Sweden. This single was welcomed fanatically by the top DJs and stirred the world. 
 
In July 2006, the first album "oneself-LIKENESS" was released. It acquired 1st place 
across the board with the club chart of the foreign-affiliated CD shops in Japan. The 
foreign version of this album was released by Freestyle in the U.K. as well. This 
made Quasimode popular not just in Japan but worldwide. 
 
After that, the second single "Ipe Amarelo" was released by Raw Fusion. This single 
included the remix version of Spiritual South in U.K. and received high acclaim 
among the world, for example, Gilles Peterson nominated it as "Track of the Year" in 
his BBC radio show "World Wide". 
 
In September 2007, Quasimode released the second album "The Land of Freedom". 
This album was placed fourth in Gilles Peterson's "WorldWide15", a radio program of 
J-WAVE. It also number one on the iTunes Music Store jazz chart. The foreign 
version of this album was released by Sonar Kollektiv in Germany, and was the 
biggest topic work on the club jazz scene in 2007. 
 
In March 2008, the ‘live’ album "Straight to the Land of Freedom", recorded in the 
release party with Carmen Lundy and Masato Nakamura as guests in Ebisu 
Liquidroom was released with much success. 
 
In addition, their remix and produce works, such as Idea6, Markus Enochson, 
Yasuko Agawa, Masa Collective, and so on, have earned sterling praise. 
 
Now not only Japan but the world, especially Europe, perk up their ears to 
Quasimode. They are going to release the much-anticipated 3rd album "Sound of 
Peace" in October 2008. 
 
Official Website http://Quasimode.ddo.jp/  
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Najip Ali (SIN) 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Being a trendsetter, Najip was entrusted by Suria, the Singapore Malay Channel to 
produce and host its first-ever talkshow. Dubbed Kopi O Teh Tarik , the show made 
waves for its 5 seasons here and was the most watched programme on the Suria 
channel. The programme won top honours for 3 years as the Best Variety 
Programme  on Suria Channel’s Pesta Perdana  and even won accolades for its 
opening graphics . Its final season won Najip the recognition of being the Best 
Producer/Director  for a variety programme. 
 
In 2003, he conceptualised a landmark Malay TV programme titled TV:ism , which 
was aired in Singapore (Suria Channel), Malaysia (TV3) and Indonesia (SCTV). 
 
Not limiting his sights on Malay entertainment programs, Najip also devised, 
produced and directed kids’ programme on Kids’ Central such as KCTV: Wow!  , 
Watch Eat!  (3 seasons), In Our House , No Problem! , Aspirasi Inspirasi as well 
as Pesta Pesta Pesta  which broke the record for viewership ratings on Suria 
Channel. 
 
Recognised for his talents, Najip also produced and was the creative director for 
Channel 5’s Rated E and Arts Central’s FRONT (sr 2). In Nov 2007, he helmed the 
SingaRaya  concert at the Esplanade Concert Hall.  
 
Najip’s vast experience on TV and stage gained the attention of Canberra Primary 
School which entrusted him with the creative direction for their school musical stage 
in Octpber 2007 at the Republic Polytechnic entitled Tree of Life  . The follow-up to 
this musical will take place this year as Canberra adapts Grease the Musical for their 
stage production.  
 
Najip has also moved on to create new types of content – like the Superclassroom 
Bersama Uncle Jip VCD  which was released in July 2008. The VCD targets pre-
school kids and aims to teach the Malay language to a bilingual audience.  
 
With “Superclassroom” comes the birth of Najip’s latest pet project – the Mini 
Monsters Club . With the aims of spurring imagination of the young, creating 
opportunities and cultivating a love for language, the Mini Monsters Club is a platform 
for both kids and parents to improve themselves through courses and events.  
 
Najip Ali is poised to meet the ever-evolving needs of the Singaporean and the 
region.  
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Aldrin (SIN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renowned for his massive percussive-tribal-tech house fusion style, Aldrin has 
consistently thrilled crowds of thousands with his flawless, genre bending sets. At the 
same time, he has proved versatile and innovative, developing his own deeper, more 
organic house set for smaller and more intimate settings. Abroad, Aldrin has been 
spreading his vibes in Asia, Europe, and North America, becoming a regular in-
demand guest fixture at nights such as Renaissance in London, Pacha and Space in 
Ibiza, plus a special appearance at Tenaglia’s Be Yourself night in New York. Adored 
for his music by a faithful and growing following in Asia and fast gaining unanimous 
global recognition as one the finest DJs anywhere, Aldrin is set to make a massive 
impact on the global dance scene. 
 
 
MC Vandal (CAN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason Schadt, also known to the world as Vandal, is an emcee/producer & world 
traveler from Toronto, Canada. He began making beats on a Boss drum machine in 
1986 and then in 1992 he got his first sampler/workstation. Over the past 16 years 
Hip Hop has played an important role in his creative expression.  
 
Vandal has made the most of his time and opportunities. In the summer of 1994 
Vandal participated in the Fresh Arts music program. Along side other young aspiring 
Toronto Hip Hop artists (Kardinal Official, Marvel, Double Soul, etc), he gained 
valuable experience performing and recording and had a song featured on the Fresh 
Arts compilation tape. In 1995 he formed a crew with his friends called Cryptik Souls, 
which in 1999 had members from across Canada and a song and video, “Cryptik 
Souls Crew” (featured on Len’s “You cant stop the bumrush” album, Sony Work). As 
a part of Cryptik Souls Vandal gained more and more performing and production 
experience and began putting together a studio in order to begin recording his own 
material.  



 13 

 
Currently Vandal is busy working the release of his first album, “The Nomadic Addict”, 
on his own record label Urban Camper Entertainment. Vandal is working with 
Symbolik Music Crew on recording and writing tracks for their up-coming release. 
 
 
Wicked Aura Batucada (SIN) 
 

 
 
 
Spreading their love for beats and rhythms across international shores, Wicked Aura 
Batucada has received universal acclaim as Singapore's most-loved chief percussion 
troupe, offering the world an exuberant blend of percussive music that 'washes away 
the dust of everyday life'. 
 
Being Singapore's premiere samba percussion band, Wicked Aura Batucada works 
any crowd with a special fusion of samba batucada music with funk, afrobeats and 
local ethnic rhythmic influences.  
 
Never failing to deliver a high-energy performance, Wicked Aura Batucada has 
wowed the crowds in numerous countries such as Spain, UK, Australia, Korea and 
Sri Lanka, and captured the hearts and minds of our audiences with infectious 
drumbeats and compositions.  
 
 
Lapsap (KL) 
 

 
 
5ft and Mr Puah spent 1 minute in the Zumlaffen Correctional Centre after causing a 
stir in the design and hairdressing community. Their eclectic taste in music ranging 
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frompop, electronic, rock to well, just about anything that sounds good was too much 
for them people at the Correctional Centre to handle. So they were pardoned… 5ft 
and Mr Puah were quite disappointed though. They fancied the centre’s menu 
offerings of meat spare parts and bitter gourd! Disappointed, they were thrown to the 
Loft at Zouk. This was where they saw the rainbow and stumbled upon a leprechaun. 
The leprechaun advised them to take rubbish seriously. And when they discover the 
true value of rubbish, they will find the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. 5ft and 
Mr Puah then set off on this mission to find the true value of rubbish by throwing 
unique private rubbish parties themed Lapsap (rubbish in Cantonese). There’s just 
no room for seriousness, just rubbish from conversation, experiences, fashion… 
anything that’s full of shit! 
 
 
Stassh (SIN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Dave Tan (DJ Hook) and Keith (DJ KFC) got together and decided that it was 
time to pull people out of a thumping, plastic clubland and back to the roots of a great 
party, they never thought they’d get past one. But more than 5 years and masses of 
funk, soul, brothers and sistas later, their brand of eclectic good time party music and 
block party philosophy has never failed to create the atmosphere that has made 
Stassh nights the most inviting and enjoyable parties of the calendar. Always 
evolving with new sounds, Stassh has been keeping it with the joneses.  
 
 
DARKROOMBOOGIE presents DJ Vinnie Q (HK)  aka (dodgy yamamoto) 
 

 
 
Half of darkroomboogie, Q explores the depths of un derground house. Expect 
deep house with techy, tribal and electronic sub-pl ots, dashes of dub, hints of 
jazz and splashes of old-school dished up to melt t he dancefloor. 
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As a child, the only music found serenading Q’s home was the jazz played from 
dad’s McKintosh audiophile stereo system. Influenced by his parents’ love for 
mainstream Jazz, Bossa Nova, Boogie and Rare Latin jams from an early age….  
Inspired by pioneers, visionaires and collection staples such as Tito Puente, George 
Benson, The Mizell Brothers, Roy Ayers, Massive Attack, Fila Brazillia, Thievery 
Corporation to Phil Asher, Miguel Migs, Peter Kurder, Masters At Work to Rainer 
Truby, Jazznova, United Future Organization, amongst an endless eclectic 
list…complimented with a keen ear for rhythm & melody, perfected by hours clocked 
behind the decks, you’ll witness that Q’s passion for music and know-how is 
manifested in his sets. 
 
Besides Nu-Jazz, Broken Beats & Leftfield/Downtempo, Q experiments with range of 
ingredients, ranging from deep, soulful and jazzy Frisco, to funky booty shaking Latin 
Rhythm , spiced with dark, dubby & driving Afro / Tribal tracks, and at times 
[flowered] with the filthiest groovy minimal house. Q slips seamlessly from the latest 
nu-school house to old school classics, merging the decades without ever being 
reduced to airtime favorites. 
 
[Six years on], Q continues to push the limits – causing a stir in the music scene in 
Hong Kong. You can now groove with him at KEE Club.  Q has supported and Djed 
alongside  
 
Dance Music elites: 
Phil Asher, Blaze, Dj Deep, Reel People, Peter Kurder, Shik Stylko, SUMO, Faze 
Action, Knee Deep, Copyright, Spiritual South, Matthis‘Matty’Heilbronn, Rasmus 
Faber, Nicolas Matar, Miguel Migs, Dimitri from Paris, Dj Gregory, Martin Solveig, 
Tutto Matto, Matt Caseli, Willie Graff, Bugz in the Attic, Jazzanova, Rainer Truby, 
Kyoto Jazz Massive, Seiji, Gilles Peterson, United Future Organization, DJ Cam, 
Ursula1000, Tim ’love’ Lee, U.N.K.L.E, Alex from Tokyo, Syke ‘n’ Sugarstarr, 
Soldiers Of Twilight, Martinez Brothers, Dj Delicious.   
 
 
 
DJ KoFlow (SIN) 
 

 
 
Wayne Liu aka DJ KoFlow started DJ-ing and competing in 2001. Not more that a 
year later, he managed to be placed as the 1st Runner Up at the Singapore DMC 
Technics World DJ Championships 2002. The following year, he went on to win the 
coveted title of Singapore DMC Champion 2003, where he proceeded to battle at the 
infamous Brixton Academy, London, alongside over 40 of the World Champions. DJ 
KoFlow maintained his hard work and dedication to DJ-ing, and continued to win 
numerous awards. 
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An influential force in his craft, his uniquely versatile and all rounded performance 
style had seen him playing opening acts for international artists such as Missy Elliot, 
Jazzy Jeff, Roonie G., DJ ShortKut, DJ Jred, The Herbaliser, MC Jin, Dynamo 
Production and The Black Eyed Peas. He was also feature in numerous festivals 
such as, MTV Pattaya Music Festival, Get the funk out, and also Singapore’s 
Chingay Parade. 
 
 
DJ Titus (SIN) 
 
 
DJ Titus has been at the forefront of Hip Hop in Singapore for the last 10 over years. 
From his early days, he has been dishing out hid beats in premiere RnB clubs in 
Singapore circuit. 
 
Titus’s band of music encompasses some of the hardest Hip Hop beats with a touch 
of smooth grooves and a dash of funk. As a Hip Hop DJ: the microphone is an 
essential tool to deliver his style to the dance floor. Heavy beats, Bass and only finest 
Hip Hop tracks are selected to create the vibes for the receiving crowd. Apart from a 
set that grooves you. Titus also includes some of his very own re-mixes for the 
ardent Hip Hop lovers.  
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Appendix D: CQ River Festival Theme Song   

Entitled Rentak Oonik, which means “Unique Beats” in English, this song is a 
collaborative effort between Najip Ali and DJ Aldrin. The song celebrates the unique 
Asian beat and was written specially for the CQ River Festival.  
 
Rentak Oonik  
 
Original Malay lyrics  
 
Merata oh dunia  
Tujuan mencari 
Rentak yang istimewa  
Untuk dipelajari  
Sungguh ku sukacita  
Bila ku dapati  
Rentak yang ku mencari  
Adanya di sini (Rembak!)  
 
Dang-kong ta ka da dang-kong,  
Dang-kong ta ka da dang-kong,  
dang-kong, dang-kong  
 
Unik sungguh bunyinya  
Mungkin semua bertanya  
Apakah lah ertinya  
Atau dari mana 
Susah untuk bicara  
Banyak nak dikata  
Rentak membawa erti  
Aku anak Asia!  
 
Gelek semua gelek!  
Gelek beramai-ramai!  
Gelek abang adik 
Rentak baru kita sampai  
 
Gelek semua gelek!  
Gelek beramai-ramai!  
Gelek abang adik 
Rentak baru kita sampai, rembak!  
 
Jepun terus ke Malaysia 
Jangan membuang masa  
Mari ikut rentak  
Buka kepak terus rembak! 
 
 
* Repeat from the top   
 
 

English translation  
 
Wondering around the world  
Seeking 
That special beat  
So delighted I was to find,  
The beat I sought, is actually right here  
 
 
 
 
Dang-kong ta ka da dang-kong,  
Dang-kong ta ka da dang-kong,  
dang-kong, dang-kong  
 
So unique is the beat,  
Many may ask,  
What it means or where it’s from  
It’s hard to explain 
Much to be said,   
But, this beat brings to meaning  
I am a child of Asia.  
 
 
Dance everyboday dance!  
Let’s dance together! 
Dance my brother and sisters!  
The new beat is here!  
 
Dance everyboday dance!  
Let’s dance together! 
Dance my brother and sisters!  
The new beat is here! Let’s dance!  
 
From Japan to Malaysia  
Let’s not waste time 
Let’s dig the beat  
Let’s move around, let’s dance!  
Spread it all around  
 
* Repeat from the top   
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Appendix E: F&B Promotions during the CQ River Fest ival 2008  

CQ outlet Promotion / event Date 
Attica Attica presents a Theme Party held once a 

month. Come dressed for this month’s 
theme – Flower Power! This party is also 
special for all September Birthday Babies, 
as they revel alongside fellow birthday 
babies to celebrate their special day! 
Birthday Babies will receive a 
complimentary bottle of champagne if they 
arrive before 11.30pm (Photo ID required). 
Please RSVP at attica@attica.com.sg to 
enjoy your complimentary bottle. All are 
welcome to join us for this party and enjoy 
exclusive drink promotions from 11pm -
1am.  
 
Dress code: Floral prints 
 
(Complimentary Entry before 12am for 
those dressed to the theme) 

20 September 
2008, 
11pm-1am 
 

AZZUCAR!  
 

Mojito Jugs at $40 nett 
Sangria Jugs at $55 nett 
House jugs and draft beer jugs at 20% off 
all night long 
All premium bottles at 10% off 
 

19 - 28 
September 
2008 
 

Hooters 
Singapore 

Enjoy the new feel of Hooters menu 
serving a wide array of palatable choices!  
From 19 to 28, Hooters presents “10 Days 
of Non-Stop Fun”! Expect spectacular 
performances by the Hooters Girls and 
wacky game segments with attractive 
prizes to be won!  Hoot your way down for 
a “delightful & tacky” dining experience! 
 

19 - 28 
September 
2008 
 

Hutong 
 

FREE “Three Appetizer Platter” with 
purchase of 1 Jug of Tiger Beer. Dine-in 
only. 
 

September 
2008 
 

Le Noir 
 

3-course Set Lunch and Set dinner menus 
available at $20++ and $35++ 
respectively. Enjoy a different menu daily 
 

24 - 28 
September 
2008,  
12 -3pm 
 

Lunar Enjoy a bottle of G.H. Mumm Champagne 
at $98nett 
 

September 
2008 
 

Marrakesh - 
Moroccan Lounge 
& Bar 
 
 

A bottle of G.H. Mumm Champagne at 
$90nett for the month of September. 
 

September 
2008 
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Ministry of Sound 
 

Exclusively brought to you by Mumm 
Champagne, watch Johan Gielen from 
Netherlands rock the dance floor on 
September 27, 9pm till late only at MoS. 
Not only does he captivate the crowd from 
the moment he enters the stage but his 
exquisite music selection and technical 
sound-mixing skills are second to none. 
Visit www.johangielen.com for more 
information. 
 

27 September 
2008,  
9pm till late 
 

Quayside Seafood 
Restaurant 
 

Get a taste of the mouth-watering 
Quayside Deluxe Prawn Platter for only 
$35++ and $70++ for the standard and 
large orders respectively. 
 

19 - 28 
September 
2008 
 

Ras The Essence 
of India 
 

20% off on Tiger Beer with every purchase 
of Chef's Special Meal (Lobster/ Crab/ 
Chicken or Lamb) per pax 
 

19 - 28 
September 
2008 
 

Singapore 
DUCKtours 
 

 1. Singapore DUCKtours   
Land and Sea Amphibious tour at Suntec 
City.  
SRF Offer: Present the Print Flyer for a 
15% discount off Tariff @ $28.05/Adult, 
$14.45/Child, $2/Toddler (Tariff $33/Adult, 
$17/Child, $2/Toddler)  
 
  2. Singapore Sightseeing Pass   
SRF Offer: Present the Print Flyer for 1 full 
day pass at $23/A, $13/C. Enjoy unlimited 
Hop-On/off on both the HiPPOcity and 
HiPPOriver system with 34 stops across 
the city and 9 along the river during this 
festival period from 19-28 Sept 08.  
Tariff: $33/A, $17/C (3-12 yrs).  Opens 
from 9am to 10pm daily.  Freq: every 19 
mins.  With Live Commentaries.  
Boarding Locations: 43 stops across the 
city/river. (Ticket available on HiPPO)  
 
  3. HiPPO River Cruise   
Offer: Present the Print Flyer and adult 
gets to ride at kid rate during this festival 
period from 19-28 Sept 08.  
Tariff: $15/A, $9/C (3-12 yrs). Opens from 
9 am to 10 pm daily. Freq: every 15 min. 
Tour duration: abt 30 min.  
With Live Commentaries. Boarding & 
Ticketing Jetties: Clarke Quay, Raffles 
Place, Esplanade, Riverside Point, 
Riverwalk.  
 

19 - 28 
September 
2008 
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The Arena 
 

Race to the Arena by 9.30pm on 26 
September in your favourite team’s 
colours and stand to win attractive prizes. 
The Movement and DJ Freaky Freddy will 
keep the track burning with the hottest 
RnB and Hip Hop mixes of today. Race 
ends at 5am. 
 
1-for-1 on housepour and beer jugs from 
2.30am to 3.30am. 

26 September 
2008 

The Rupee Room 
 

1. Two Bottles of Smirnoff Vodka at 
$200++ (Mixers will be charged extra)  
 
2. A bottle of Veuve Cliquot Champagne at 
$108++ 
 

September 
2008 

The TENT  
Mongolian Fresh 
Grill & Bar 
 

20% off on Heineken Beer with every 
purchase of Genghis Khan Meal per pax 
 

19 - 28 
September 
2008 
 

 


